November 13, 2015 


Instructional Quality Commission 

Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division (CFIRD) 

State Board of Education 
California Department of Education 
1430 N Street, Room 3207 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Commission and Board members: 

We write as a diverse coalition of interfaith and civil rights leaders, as well as members of cultural and 
educational organizations, to urge you to adopt a more inclusive curriculum frameworks narrative that 
portrays the state’s diverse communities in a manner that is fair, accurate, and culturally sensitive. 

While we commend the Instructional Quality Commission’s arduous efforts in striving for a more inclusive 
and balanced curriculum framework in history and social studies, there remains the unfinished task of 
appropriately reflecting Ancient India, Hinduism & Jainism. We strongly urge you to consider the concerns 
of the Hindu American community to have Hinduism, Jainism and India depicted accurately and fairly in 
the textbook frameworks. Not only will such efforts enrich the educational and classroom experience of 
California’s increasingly diverse student population, but an equitable and accurate presentation of 
Hinduism will promote dignity and reduce the incidence of violence and bullying arising from ignorance of 
the faith practiced by more than half a million Californians. 

In particular, we respectfully request you to consider the following specific areas of concern: 

• Origins of Ancient Indian Civilization -- The origins of ancient Indian civilization is highly 
contested amongst academics and a continually evolving topic of research. There is a growing 
body of research which sheds light on the economic, political, European nationalist, and 
missionary agendas of the earliest inventors of Aryan invasion and migration theories, and how 
these biases shaped the foundations of Indology as a field of study. Genetic studies are also 
dramatically changing the understandings of the origins of Indians (and South Asians), placing 
ancestral Indians in the region tens of thousands of years earlier than previously hypothesized. 
The multiple theories about the origins of ancient Indians, as well as the different fields of study 
that can be involved in efforts to unravel history, should be presented rather than definitively 
privileging any one theory over others. While the new proposed edits following the Oct. 8-9 
meeting do give some mention to an alternative theory to migrations, more should be added to 
provide balance over the disputed origins. Allowing students to consider the divergent theories on 
this topic will further promote critical thinking skills. 

• Women’s Roles in History and Ancient India -- All pre-modern societies were patriarchal, 
however, in the current draft of the narrative, the issue is covered only three times, of which one 
occurs in the context of India and Hinduism. Other historical and present-day societies have 
been and continue to be largely patriarchal as well, but there is no mention of them in the 
standards. Even in modern-day American society, patriarchy is evidenced in the gaps seen in 
both economic or political power, but the narrative makes no overt mention of it. In the selective 
coverage of patriarchy in discussions on Hindu/Indian society, there is no mention of the positive 
contributions of women to these civilizations/societies or the occurrences of matriarchies or 



matrilineality where relevant. The absence of a comprehensive approach to patriarchy as well as 
the positive role of women throughout history, may be contrary to the explicit purpose of the 
Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content, which provides in part that, 
"instructional materials must also help students to understand both the historical roles and the 
contributions of women and minorities in other societies [and] the forces that shaped those roles 
and contributions..." The selective coverage of patriarchy in narrative of only certain cultures, 
especially in the absence of covering the issue comprehensively, may also violate the spirit of 
Education code sections 51501 and 60044 (see below). 

• Presentation of Caste -- The presentation of the social and cultural practice of caste in India 
must not be conflated with religious teachings. It is important to distinguish between the concepts 
of jati (occupational group) and varna, and the development over many centuries of what is called 
caste. Social divisions and structures in any society are rarely static and often see rapid changes 
during certain periods in their history. This too must be reflected in any discussions on India. 
While the commission made significant progress on this matter by striking earlier proposed 
language comparing varnas to a social hierarchy pyramid, more needs to be done to note that 
varnas were not hierarchical. The commission and Board must ensure that any description in the 
frameworks discuss the evolution of social practice in India, and not conflate those social 
practices with religion. 

• Key Hindu and Jain Concepts -- The accurate description of key Hindu concepts, such as 
Dharma, Karma, Yoga, and Moksha, as well as explaining Hindu values is critical to student’s 
understanding of Hinduism. The Jain tradition should also be explained with clarity and detail, to 
ensure basic understanding of Jainism. Any oversimplification of key concepts will render them 
inaccurate or meaningless for students. 

Finally, we urge you to: 

• Ensure that the community’s input is accepted to maximize accuracy and cultural sensitivity. 

• Avoid violating the spirit of state Education code sections 51501 and 60044, which “prohibit the 
State Board of Education and local school boards from adopting content that may adversely 
reflect upon another group because of their race, color, creed, national origin, ancestry, sex, 
handicap, or occupation.” Moreover, ensure that the framework narrative is consistent with The 
Standards for Evaluating Instructional Materials for Social Content which have indicated that, “No 
religious belief or practice may be held up to ridicule and no religious group may be portrayed as 
inferior.” 

• Ensure the process is transparent and upholds the laws that provide Californians an opportunity 
to provide feedback prior to final passage of the frameworks. 

Thank you, 

Organizations 

American Jewish Committee 

Arsha Vidya Center 

Bay Area Gayatri Pariwar, San Jose 

Bay Area Youth Vaishnav Parivar 

Brahmakumaris World Spiritual Organization 

Center for Engaged Religious Pluralism, Saint Mary's College of California 



Center for Spiritual Enlightenment 
Chinmaya Mission Los Angeles 
Dadi Pariwar USA Foundation 
Dashavatara Yoga Center Bay Area 
DAS (Devotional Associates Of Sitaram) 

Dharma Civilization Foundation 

Federation of Indo-Americans (FIA) of Northern California 
Federation of Jain Associations In North America 
Fremont Hindu Temple (Vedic Dharma Samaj) 

Global Peace Foundation Inc 

Hayward Hindu Temple 

Hindu American Foundation 

Hindu Education Foundation 

Hybrid Parenting 

India Heritage Foundation 

Indian Dental Association of California 

Indo American Chamber of Commerce (Northern California) 

Indo-American Community Federation 
Indo-American Women's Group of Orange County 
International Association for Human Values 

International Society of Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) of Silicon Valley 

Jain Center of Northern California 

Jain Center of Southern California 

Overseas Volunteer for a Better India 

Rajyoga Meditation & Research Center 

Rupanugas Inc 

South Asian Bar Association, Northern California 
Sewa International 

Shri. Gajanan Maharaj America Parivar Inc. 

Sri Krishna Balaram Mandir 
The Patrick McCollum Foundation 
Think Peace Radio 

United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance, Inc. 

Vedika Global, Inc. 

Yoga Bharati 

Elected/ Appointed Public Officials (Titles are for Identification Purposes Only) 
Cindy Chavez 

Santa Clara County Supervisor, District 2 

Assemblymember Kansen Chu 

CA State Assembly, District 25 

Jose Esteves 

Mayor, City of Milpitas 

Abe Gupta 

Vice Mayor, City of Dublin 



Thomas Handley 

Director, Union Sanitary District 

David Haubert 

Mayor, City of Dublin 

Ash Kalra 

San Jose City Council Member 

Rishi Kumar 

Saratoga City Council Member 

Don Lane 

Mayor, City of Santa Cruz 

Anjali Lathi 

Member, Union Sanitary District Board of Directors 

Narendra Pathak 

Commissioner, Human Relations Commission, County of Santa Clara 

Educators (Titles are for Identification Purposes Only) 

Ann Berliner, Ph.D. 

Professor Emerita, Philosophy Department, California State University 

Dwijen Bhattacharjya, Ph. D. 

Lecturer in Bengali, Columbia University 

Arvind Chandrakantan, MD 

Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology and Pediatrics, Stony Brook University 

Christopher Chappie, Ph.D. 

Doshi Professor of Indie and Comparative Theology; Director, Master of Arts in Yoga Studies; Editor, 
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology; Loyola Marymount University 

Rev. Michelle Ellis 

Instructor, Hebrew Scriptures, Apex, North Carolina 

Philip Goldberg 

Author, Independent Scholar, and Interfaith Minister, Los Angeles, CA 

Bharat Gupt 

Associate Professor, Delhi University, India 

Nathan Katz, Ph.D. 

Distinguished Professor in the School of International and Public Affairs; Bhagwan Mahavir Professor of 
Jain Studies; Founder and Director, Emeritus, Program in the Study of Spirituality; Director of Jewish 
Studies and Professor of Religious Studies, Florida International University 


Lina Kholaki 

Education Member, Aldeen Foundation, Pasadena, CA 

Ramdas Lamb, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor and Graduate Chair, Department of Religion, University of Hawaii 

Jeffery D. Long, Ph.D 

Professor of Religion and Asian Studies, Elizabethtown College 

H. Ward Mailliard 

Board Member Mount Madonna School, Watsonville, CA 

Barbara A. McGraw, J.D., Ph.D. 

Professor, Social Ethics, Law, and Public Life; Director, Center for Engaged Religious Pluralism 
Saint Mary’s College of California 

Anantanand Rambachan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Religion, Philosophy and Asian Studies, St. Olaf College 

Deven Patel, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, Department of South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania 

Nalini Rao, Ph.D. 

Professor of World Art, Soka University of America 

Ramesh N. Rao, Ph.D. 

Professor, Associate Chair, Department of Communication, Columbus State University 

Philip Riley, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Religious Studies, Santa Clara University 

T.S. Rukmani, Ph.D., D.Litt. 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus in Religion and Former Chair of Hindu Studies 
Concordia University, Montreal, Canada 

Dr. Amita Shah 

Adjunct Professor, San Jose State University 

Dr. Neha Shah, MD 

Clinical Instructor in Immunology & Rheumatology, Stanford University 

Rita D. Sherma, Ph.D. 

Director of Hindu Studies, Graduate Theological Union 

Aseem Ravindra Shukla, MD 

Associate Professor of Surgery, University of Pennsylvania 



Geeta Sikand, MD 

Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine: Cardiology, UC Irvine 

Kundan Singh, Ph.D. 

Faculty, Sofia University 

Stuart Sovatsky, Ph.D., MFT 

Author on Yoga, Richmond, CA 

Community Leaders (Titles are for Identification Purposes Only) 
Ram Agarwal 

Community Volunteer, Sunnyvale, CA 

Bhrungaraj Behera 

ISKCON, San Jose, CA 

Yogi Chugh 

Spokesperson, FIA Northern California 

Ashok Domadia 

President, Federation of Jain Associations in North America 

Thirupathaiah Gande 

Cupertino, CA 

Prashant Gandhi 

San Jose, CA 

Rev. Dr. Gwynne Mariyn Guibord 

Guibord Center, Los Angeles, CA 

Apurva Gupta 

Finance Controller, Dublin, CA 

Mr. Iftekhar Hai 

President, United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance, Inc. 

Pandita Indrani 

Hindu Priest, Richmond Hill, NY 

Madhavi Jain 

Joint Director for Education, Yoga Bharati 

Savita Joshi 

Director, Yoga Therapy Services, Yoga Bharati 



Sharat Joshi 

Events Coordinator, Yoga Bharati 

Amit Kaushal 

Dublin, CA 

Ro Khanna 

Lecturer, Stanford University 

Rev. D Andrew Kille, Ph.D. 

Chair, Silicon Valley Interreligious Council 

Sreejith Kurup 

Director of Development, Hayward, CA 

Rev. Sylvia Lunt 

Executive Minister, Center for Spiritual Enlightenment 

Ashok Madan 

President, National Federation of Indian-American Associations 

H.E. Rev. Patrick McCollum 

President, Patrick McCollum Foundation 

Mihir Meghani, MD 

Board Member, Silicon Valley Interreligious Council 

Kamlesh Mehta 

President, Jain Center of Northern California 

Anuruddh Kumar Misra, MD, FAACP 

San Francisco, CA 

Savitha Nanjangud 

Director of Education, Yoga Bharati 

Anu Natarajan 

Former Vice Mayor, City of Fremont 

Mahesh Nihalani 

Former Board Member, Cupertino Chamber of Commerce 

Yogacharya Ellen Grace O'Brian 

Spiritual Director, Center for Spiritual Enlightenment 

Chuck Page 

Former Mayor, City of Saratoga 



Mr. Shafi Refai 

Fremont, CA 

Raj Salwan 

Former Councilmember, City of Fremont 

Girish Shah 

Co-Founder, Federation of Jain Associations In North America 

Manohar Shinde,M.D.,PhD 

Chairman Emeritus, Dharma Civilization Foundation 

Sabuhi Siddique 

President- Pinehurst Residents Association, San Jose, CA 

Ganesh Subedi 

President, Bhutanese Community in California 

Shrinivas Tilak 

Retired Professor, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 

Chinghui JianYing Ying 

Buddhist Monk & Abbot, Chung Tai Zen Center of Sunnyvale 



